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NEWS, ALERTS, AND UPCOMING EVENTS

U.S. - Mexico Joint Response Team Meeting

The Joint Response Team (JRT) met on May 13-14, 2002, in Brownsville, Texas.  Key topics discussed
during the meeting were: communications; plans for future training and exercises in Sister Cities; language
to address terrorist threats in the Sister City Plans; funding for JRT projects; and continuing work on
plans with prospective sister cities.  The sessions were held in Spanish and English and simultaneous
interpretation was provided.

National Coordinators Meeting

The National Coordinators of the La Paz Agreement will hold a meeting in conjunction with the completion
and signing of the New Border 2012 Plan.  During this meeting the various workgroups under the La Paz
Agreement and New Border 2012 Plan, including the Joint Response Team, will meet to discuss the
future directions of their programs and develop a work plan for the coming year.  The meeting will be
held in the border area in the Spring of 2003.  The place and exact date have not yet been determined.

Border 2012 U.S. - Mexico Environmental Program

The comment period for the new border plan has recently been completed and the plan is scheduled to be
published in March of 2003.  The mission of the new border plan is to protect public health and the
environment in the U.S.-Mexico border region consistent with the principles of sustainable development
through partnerships among Federal, state, local and U.S. tribal governments.

The new border plan includes goal and objectives for various border programs, including contingency
planning and emergency response.  The goal and objectives are included below.  It should be noted
that while the new border plan has not been signed by the two countries, based on public comments
received to date, the final language of the goal and objectives for the contingency planning and
emergency response program should not substantially change from the language in the draft plan.

Goal #5: Reduce exposure to chemicals as a result of accidental chemical releases and/or
deliberate acts of terrorism

Objective 1: By 2004, have a clearly established chemical emergency advisory/
notification mechanisms between Mexico and the United States.

Objective 2: By 2008, have all 14 sister cities joint contingency plans in place
and operating (including exercises), with the establishment of binational committees
for chemical emergency prevention (or similar border forums).

Objective 3: By 2012, 50 percent of sister city joint contingency plans would
have been supplemented with preparedness and prevention related efforts, such as
risk and consequence analysis, risk reduction, and counter-terrorism.
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ACTIVITIES IN CALIFORNIA
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ACTIVITIES IN NEW MEXICO
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ACTIVITIES IN TEXAS
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